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Dove Tales

Angels
Corner

We are all angels
with only one wing.

We can only fly while
embracing each

other.
—Luciano de Crescenzo

Thanks…
… to Patti and Jim Cassidy, Eric
Olsen and Kevin Deleeuw for
participating in the Crop Walk and to
all their sponsors…
… to Marsha Stephenson for
volunteering to assist Michele
Anderson-Beck with teaching the
Senior High Sunday School…
... to Dana Hackett and Rebekkah
Signoretti for coordinating the
Harvest Festival, ALL who attended,
and ALL who shared their “trunk and
treats” with our neighbors…

… to Kevin Cannon for his gift of
photography and willingness to take
pictures at the Harvest Festival…
… to Michele Anderson-Beck for
planting the initial seeds of the
Project Seed project…
… to Terry West, Eric Morrison and
the Property Team for the many
hours spent working on the Project
Seed improvements…
…to Will and Janice Demaree, Amy
Trunoske and Barry Clayton for
sharing their Stewardship stories…
… to all who attended the
Stewardship luncheon and movie…
… to all those who helped in
organizing the awesome and
successful all-in-one sunday
fundraiser!
…from your newsletter editor …to all
our newsletter contributors for
submitting your newsletter material a

week early to allow me to travel to
Georgia for my aunt’s 100th birthday
celebration. Jackie

IT TAKES MANY HANDS
WORKING TOGETHER
TO DO GOD'S WORK.

Congratulations to our custodian,
Karl Seum, on his engagement to
Berenice Reyes. We wish them much
happiness for their future.

Thrivent Choice Dollars
Thank you Thrivent Financial for Lutherans and policyholders for your donations to date - $1,710 - for the 2013 general budget.

Thrivent gives an allowance to policyholders to donate to Lutheran charities, including Holy Spirit Lutheran Church.

FINANCIAL STANDINGS October 2013 Year-to-Date 2013

Ministry Program Income $  25,333.29 $326,398.09

Ministry Program
Expenses

$  31,645.55 $317,672.38

Difference $ -6,312.26
2,795.322,02
9.94

$   8,725.71

Debt/Building Income $ 4,228.00 $  53,834.00

Debt/Building Expenses $    7,009.91 $ 72,549.81

Difference $ -2,781.91 $- 18,715.81

NET INCOME $ -9,094.17 $ -9,990.10
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Pastor Paul’s Letter

December 2013

Dear partners in mission,

The season of Advent prods us to consider a biblical
theme we too often pretend doesn’t exist: the absence
of Jesus.  Dr. Mark Allan Powell, a professor at one of
our eight ELCA seminaries, in his book Loving Jesus, reminds us that, just as
we Christians celebrate the strange presence of Jesus in our lives, so we
recognize that “He is no longer with us as He once was, and He is not now with
us as He will be.”

Powell writes, “Somebody once asked me, ‘What does it feel like to be a
Christian?’  That seemed like an odd question, but I tried to answer.  I said, ‘It
feels like being in love with someone who has gone away.’  They said, ‘That
can’t be very pleasant.’  Well, no, I don’t think it’s supposed to be pleasant, but
it is pretty powerful.”

Powell maintains that we need to hold the theme of Christ’s absence together
with the theme of His presence, and quotes Jesus saying, “I will be with you
always,” from Matthew 28:20, alongside “You will not always have me with
you,” from Matthew 26:11.

One of the ways we experience the presence of Christ is in the sacrament of
Holy Communion, and it’s wonderful; but it’s not “as good as it gets.”  God has
something better for us, something we cannot experience yet, something for
which we wait and yearn.

Again, from Powell:  “Every time we take Communion, I believe, we ought to
recognize three things: (1) Christ Jesus is still present with us in a way that is
real and not just imaginary: we are not just pretending He is with us – He really
is with us; (2) Christ Jesus is no longer present with us as He once was – we
remember when He was here on earth with us, and we miss the intimacy of
that presence; (3) Christ Jesus is not now with us in the way that He will be; we
long for the time when we will see Him as He is (1 John 3:2) and know Him as
fully as He knows us (1 Corinthians 13:12).”

“In the liturgies of many churches, Holy Communion is celebrated explicitly as
‘a foretaste of the feast to come.’  The purpose of a foretaste is not to satisfy
one’s hunger but to make one long for the feast.  It seems to me that the more
often Christians take Communion, the more impatient they should become.  …
My attitude is becoming ‘Enough with the appetizers!  I want the feast!’  Of
course, we must be grateful for what we have.  Grateful, but not satisfied!  One
purpose of Communion is to feed our impatience, simultaneously reminding us
of our Lord’s absence and allowing us to experience just enough of His
presence to increase this longing in our souls.”

“The confident sadness” that God intends for us in this world “allows us to live
with faith that does not deny reality, faith that recognizes that life in this world is
hard, and, indeed, not as it should be.  We are not in glory yet.”

Advent is a time to be real about the absence, as well as the presence, of
Christ, and to yearn for the feast!

Yearning with you,

Pastor Paul Hansen
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Music Minister

Here’s a Christmas riddle
o you know what Christmas carol was usually sung at
the end of caroling from house to house in the 19th
century? What Christmas carol hit number 7 on the

“National Hit Parade” in 1905, even before radio had come to
the masses? What Christmas carol was attributed to a St.
Bonaventura, but 200 years was later discovered to be written
by another man? It’s a Christmas carol that you know.

According to Stories Behind the Best-Loved Songs of
Christmas, by Ace Collins, John Wade was an 18th century
calligrapher, musician, and clergyman who left England
during a time of war and settled in France. He sought to
discover old church songs and wrote many of his own. Being a
Catholic, he wrote in Latin and one of his carols was “Adeste
Fideles.” It’s translated as “O Come, All Ye Faithful.” Today
it’s easily recognized and sung from memory by millions.

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant!
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him, born the king of angels:
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord!

We’re called once again to Bethlehem to worship the newborn
King, our Savior Jesus, who came as a little baby. We’ll
gather the family and come to worship on Christmas Eve as
the shepherds once did. We will light candles representing
light that has come into the world. A new King is born.

This year our Christmas Eve services
will take place at 5:00pm, 7:00pm,
and 9:00pm. We will not have worship
at 11:00pm. Each service of worship
will be different, giving everyone not
only a choice of time, but also a
choice of worship style. Each will
have Holy Communion and will close
with the traditional candle lighting
and singing of “Silent Night.”

The 5:00pm service will be a children’s Christmas service.
Rather than a separate Sunday School Christmas program, the
Sunday School children will lead us in carol singing and
present the Bible lessons. The KidSong Choir will also present
a special Christmas offering.

The 7:00pm service will be a contemporary service with a
worship band, much like our Sunday morning contemporary
services. We’ll celebrate with upbeat carols of praise and lift
our hands to the baby Jesus.

The 9:00pm service is our traditional Christmas Eve service.
For years we have been singing the liturgy of Holy
Communion using Christmas carols. We’ll continue that
tradition and we will be joined by the Adult Choir and the
Handbell Choir to sing and ring in the birth of a Savior.

O come, all ye faithful.
Come to Bethlehem.
Let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

Blessings

Holden Evening Prayer

Many of you love the brief worship
setting called Holden Evening Prayer.
Holy Spirit will offer this worship
opportunity on the three Wednesdays of
December that precede Christmas—
December 4, 11, 18, beginning at
6:30pm.  Worship will consist of
singing and prayers and last about half
an hour.  Come and participate in the
peace and calm during the busy month
of December!

D

Tim Beasley
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Michele Anderson-Beck

Ephesians 2:8 (NIV)
8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and
this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—

I’ve mentioned before that I love music and how it touches the
soul.  This December, I’d like to share one of my favorite
Christmas songs – it’s a simple song about loving God with
everything we have and a simple song of God loving us for
everything we are not.  Jesus IS our most amazing gift!

Merry Christmas!

Aselin Debison — “The Gift”
A poor orphan girl named Maria
Was walking to market one day

She stopped for to rest by the roadside
Where a bird with a broken wing lay

A few moments passed till she saw it
For its feathers were covered with sand

And soon cleaned and wrapped it was traveling
In the warmth of Maria’s small hand

She happily gave her last peso
On a cage made of rushes and twine

She fed it loose corn from the market
And watched it grow stronger with time

Now the gift-giving service was coming
And the church shone with tinsel and light
And all of the town folk brought presents

To lay by the manger that night

There were diamonds, incense and perfume
And packages fit for a king

But for one ragged bird in a small cage
Maria had nothing to bring

She waited till just before midnight
So no one would see her go in

And crying she knelt by the manger
For her gift was unworthy of him

Then a voice spoke to her through the darkness
Maria, what brings you to me?

If the bird in the cage is your offering
Open the door, let me see

So she trembled, she did as he asked her
And out of the cage the bird flew

Soaring up into the rafters
On a wing that had healed good as new

Just then the midnight bells rang out
And the little bird started to sing

A song that no words could recapture
For its beauty was fit for a king

Now Maria felt blessed just to listen
To that cascade of notes sweet and long

As her offering was lifted to heaven
By the very first nightingale’s song.

A Season of Joyful Praise

dvent is the start of a
new year in the church, a
season where we get our

hearts ready to celebrate
Christmas.

This is a season that is full
of reasons for joy and praise.
People celebrate. Nature
celebrates. It can seem like the
whole universe is full of praise.
But we also know that for
some people, this doesn’t feel like a happy time of year.
Whether we are joyful, or whether we are hoping for a time
when we can rejoice, we can depend on one thing: God loves
us and wants to be part of our lives.

The prophet Isaiah lived many years ago. He was very
close to God. Isaiah tried to imagine how God wanted the
world to be and spoke God’s promises to the people. He
imagined a time when God would lead all of the people to a
wonderful place. Isaiah said, “Imagine a happy time. It’s a

time so happy that not just people will sing and dance; even
the desert will want to sing for joy!”

Isaiah said, “People who have no hope will find that they
can have hope again. They do not need to be afraid of
anything, for they will know that God has come to take care of
them. A day will come when God will lead us home. Sadness
will be gone, and we will know that God is caring for us
forever.”

Often, when people felt sad and scared, they would
remember Isaiah’s words, and this filled them with joy. We
can read Isaiah’s words too, and find reasons to rejoice!

A
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Children’s Ministry
The Learning Team is committed to support the faith journey of preschool to adults

through Christian Education and Fellowship.

A Merry and Blessed Christmas
season to all of you from all of us in
Children’s Ministry!  I don’t know
where this year went! Already
December!

Please plan to attend the Advent
Breakfast and Family Craft Time on
the morning of December 1. Eating
and making Advent and Christmas
crafts together is always a great way to
begin the Advent season.

Children’s Ministry team will
provide the materials and instructions
to make the following crafts: ALL
ages are invited to make one or all of
them!
1) Jesse Tree Advent Calendar -

This will be an easy craft that all
ages can easily participate in
making; one tree to a family. You
will be provided daily devotions
to read together as a family, then
add the specified symbol to the
tree each day in Advent.
The Jesse Tree traces the spiritual

family tree of Jesus Christ, retelling
many of the Bible stories that lead to
Christ’s birth.  The symbol of the
Jesse Tree comes from Isaiah 11:1
“There shall come forth a shoot from
the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall
grow out of its roots.” Jesse was the
father of King David.  Jesus was born
in the Jesse line a thousand years later
in fulfillment of the prophecies.
Reading each devotion is like
following the historical timeline of
God’s people up to the time of Jesus’
birth.
2) Angel Ornament (older

children/adults)
3) Jesus Ornament (all ages)

4) Rolled Paper Christmas Tree
(older children/adults)

Children’s Christmas Eve
Worship Service

Instead of a separate Children’s
Christmas Program this year, the
Sunday School children are invited to
participate in the 5:00pm Christmas
Eve Worship Service.  All of the
Sunday School classes/students will
be reading scriptures and singing
songs for the Worship Service.  We
are already practicing the songs and
readings during the Sunday School
opening time with Tim.

It is important that your children
attend Sunday School December 8
and 15, so they will have time to
prepare for their parts in the Worship
service.  All children should be at
church by 4:30 on Christmas Eve.
You will receive additional details as
it gets closer to the date. Please let
your child’s Sunday School teacher
know if you are not planning to attend
the 5:00pm Children’s Worship
Service on Christmas Eve.

Blessings and
peace,

Gwen Jolls
Team Leader

Congratulations to the following
students with Perfect Attendance in

October, 2013:

Preschool
Ikaika Alcantara

Mi'Kayla Bell
Zania Smith
KG/1st Grade

Leilani Hanisch
2nd/3rd Grade

Jeremiah Anderson
Makayla Powell
4th/5th Grade

Michael Geiger
Shamika Manning

“Decem-Bears meet Christmas”
will be the focus of Stories with Ms.
Judi on Wednesdays at 10:30.

All children not in school, as well
as caregivers, parents, grandparents
and neighbors are welcome to meet in
the Sunday School area.
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Youth & Family Ministry

December 3, 6:30p Youth & Family Ministry Team
Planning Meeting

December 6, 5 - 9p PARENT’S NIGHT OUT
Fundraiser

December 15, 5p Christmas Caroling
December 21, 5p to 9p PARENT’S NIGHT OUT

Fundraiser

When my daughter became of age to be
part of HSLC’s Youth Group she and I
were very excited.  It was another way for
her to become involved in the church and
she could finally hang out with the “big
kids” and join in all the fun they had.

As I became involved, I often thought
back to when I was a young girl to the programs my church
had for their youth.  As a youth my plate was very full.
Outside of the Sunday worship services we attended, there
were weekly meetings for the youth in our Congregation, early
morning daily Bible Study classes on the weekdays, monthly
activities that ranged from simply hanging out and playing
games in our home church to grand activities in the larger
body of our area church.  We had summer time camp, regular
contact with other youth in our area of the same faith through
dances and youth gatherings and built friendships and bonds
that crossed county lines and sometimes state lines.   On top of
all of that I still had school, school activities and a variety of
sports I participated in and supported while still trying to
squeeze in birthday parties and sleepovers with my friends.  I
had quite the busy schedule back in those days.  But I loved it.

As an adult now, as well as a parent, I look back and see just
how busy my parents were as well. I appreciate the
commitment my parents made to keep me involved.  I know
what it takes and how hard it can be to make sure you keep
your child involved in activities outside of the home in church,
sports and school.  So I come to you not only as your Youth
Ministry Leader, but as a fellow parent. While I am not
looking to mirror this Ministry’s activities to my own
experiences, your amazing Youth and Family Ministry team
have some wonderful ideas of where we would like to see this
ministry go and grow.  To quote Buzz Lightyear, “To Infinity
and Beyond!”

So what does that mean for your youth, for you as a parent?
That is where your input is important.  I would like to hear
from you.  I would like to hear your ideas about where you see
this ministry going?  What would you like your youth to get

out of this ministry?  We already have programs in place for
Sunday Worship through Sr. High Sunday School and
Confirmation, so where do we go from there?  I think it breaks
down into three simple questions:

1. What would you like to see happen outside of regular
Sunday worship classes?

2. How often and when (time of week, time of day)
would you like to see the answer to question 1
happen?

3. What is it you would not like to see?

In thinking of the answers to those questions, make sure you
are taking into consideration yourself as the parent.  What kind
of commitment are YOU willing to make so your youth can
commit to these activities.   So send me an email at
atrunoske@cox.net, put a letter in my ministry folder in the
hallway outside the Sanctuary (anonymously if you like) or
give me a call for a chat at 769-1202.  As Youth and Family
continues our mission to build and grow this Ministry I would
like to be able to take your ideas and concerns into
consideration.

We are currently rolling
out some new ideas to
keep you better
informed. In addition to
weekly bulletin
reminders, STORM
Facebook posts and
invites and monthly

newsletter articles, we will be introducing a parent newsletter
for Youth and Family.  It will be a monthly emailed newsletter
to Parents/Guardians of Youth in our congregation.  Not only
will it have a breakdown of our upcoming activities and
fundraisers, it will also have articles and information from
different sources you may be interested in.

We will kick off some exciting fundraisers in December, as
we plan to raise funds for your youth to attend some amazing
youth gatherings.  Stay tuned for further information regarding
those events and fundraisers. Thank you for your continued
support.

Blessings,

Amy Trunoske
Youth & Family Ministry



December 2013 “That’s the Spirit”8

Discipleship ~ Small Groups
Discipleship is...being called to walk with Christ, being equipped to live like Christ

and loving and serving others in the name of Christ.

All-in-One Sunday RECAP!

hat can we say? “WOW!”,
“PRAISE GOD!”, “THANK
YOU!” and “WHEW!”

What a dynamic day our
“ALL-IN-ONE SUNDAY
FUNDRAISER” was! Not only was it a
fun fellowship day, we accomplished so
much in a couple of hours and earned
lots of money for Jason
Adams (our seminary
student, 75%) and
Nevada Partnership
for Homeless Youth
(NPHY) 25%). Here is
a recap:

Breakfast:
Ruth Ann Isaacs, Mary West and

the Fellowship Team outdid themselves
(again).  They served over 100 people
(18 dozen eggs, 24 dozen sausages, 12
dozen mini bagels, 12 dozen cinnamon
rolls, 4 gallons of orange juice, 80 cups
of coffee and ½ gallon of milk) and took
in $237 in donations.:

Thanks so much to the Fellowship
Team for their usual willingness to pitch
in to make the breakfast a success.

Bake Sale:

Lynne Bogner, Pat O’Sullivan
and the WITS Tuesday Morning
Women’s Bible Study baked all kinds of
yummy goodies - brownies, cookies,
pies, cupcakes, candy, and sweet breads.
Thanks to all the bakers! The proceeds
from the sale were $329, and many
“extra” donations were received!
Thanks everyone!

Quarter Auction:
Our resident Sunday school teacher

and Stories with Ms. Judi, Judi
Hempel, worked endlessly to prepare
the successful quarter auction.  She
won’t take credit for the original idea,
but she has did bring it to Holy Spirit; it
may become an annual event for the
children.

The children (and some adult
children) found all kinds of treasurers
for one quarter.  Kids walked out of
there with all their Christmas shopping
done!  The smiles on their faces said it
all.  The quarter auction brought in
$107.25.

Chinese Auction:
The auction was a great success

with $575 in tickets sold. It could not
have happened without your generous
donations.  Thanks to the auction team:
Faye Bastarache, Loretta Block,
Marcia Chapman and Janice
Schrumm.

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans:
Jason Adams will receive $900

from Thrivent and NPHY $300,
supplementing our ALL-IN-ONE
SUNDAY fundraiser!! Thank you
Thrivent!!

Free-Will-Offering:
Thanks to the generous members

and friends attending HSLC, $2,308
in donations were received.

…and the GRAND TOTAL:
Jason Adams will receive $3,567 and
NPHY will receive $1,189.

Congratulations to Suzanne
Klimek, winner of the door-prize
basket!

Special thanks to Dean Chapman,
Ron Isaacs, Tim Beasley, and everyone
who helped with their time and talents.

Loretta Block
All-in-One Fundraiser Team Member

Looking for a
great gift for
someone
special this
holiday
season?  The
Book Nook has

several items that would make
wonderful gifts for people of all ages.
You might even find that certain
something special just for you.   In
addition to Bibles and Devotionals, we
also have Bible tabs and magnifiers.

One recent addition is “The Hope
of Christmas” by Jack Countryman.  It
is a volume of readings and verses that
proclaim the miracle of Christmas and
why Christmas is so important.  It is
easy to sit down and get lost in this
small book of great wisdom written in
an easily understood and inviting
manner.

For the younger ones we have
“Bedtime Bible and Devotional”,
which includes more than 200 Bible
stories and 50 devotionals.  The book
contains ideas for discussion, crafts,
and experiments.  Though the title
states bedtime, this book will be used
all day as well, to bring the love of
Jesus alive in all hearts, young and
old.

If there is a translation of the
Bible you want that we do not
currently have available please let me
know; the Book Nook is here for your
convenience.  I am happy to consider
any requests. I can be reached by
phone at 702-300-4105 or email at
alirod54@yahoo.com.

Alison Rodriguez

W

Advent devotionals
written by the HSLC

family are available in
the church lobby.
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Women’s Christmas Ornament
Exchange

Sunday, December 8 from 2-4 pm
Devra’s home: 6400 Shawnee Place,

Las Vegas 89107
Bring:

 An appetizer or Christmas
“goodies”

 A wrapped Christmas ornament to
“exchange”, and

 A spirit of joy and laughter

Please RSVP by December 5 and let
us know you are coming.

Sign up on the Connection Card.

FaithWalk Reunion Party

All FaithWalk
participants and
sponsors (past and
present) are invited to a
reunion celebration
December 15 from
2:30 - 4:30pm in the
Fellowship Hall. For

those who love to cook, bring an
appetizer or dessert.

Sign up on the Connection Card
or email Devra at
devra@holyspiritlc.org.

Nevada Partnership for
Homeless Youth

WOW!!! You all
have been truly amazing
helping NPHY. We
have taken clothing,
food, magazines, etc. to
the drop in center at
least three times. Thank
you so much.

Our ALL-IN-ONE
SUNDAY fundraiser
was a smashing success

and everyone had fun. NPHY will
receive $1,189 of which $300 will be
designated for bus passes, $500 for
food gift cards so the young people
may have warm meals during the
holidays. The rest will be saved for an
emergency call for food and/or water.
We are blessed with people who

donate without the fundraiser, for
example a $100 Costco gift card for
frozen food and the blessings just keep
on coming.

NPHY has been working on a
$350,000 grant for several months.
They were competing against 39 other
organizations. Last month they knew
they were one of the two finalists and
a couple of weeks ago they were told
they were the winners of the grant. We
have all been praying including our
Bishop who sent his prayers as well.

The grant will be used to tear
down the old house next to the drop-in
center and they will build another that
will be attached to the current center.
This will more than double the size of
the drop-in center and provide room
for larger life skills classes and more
support staff. Please keep these young
people and the NPHY staff in your
prayers.

WITS is so proud of our church
and the tremendous outpouring of
support for these young people that
really need to know they are not alone.
We are blessed and so are they.
Thank you all so much for all you do
and for your prayers.

God bless you!
WITS

Eagle Project Coming Soon!

As many of you know, I am
working on my Eagle Scout rank
advancement.  To earn this, I must
plan, prepare and execute a service
project.  I have chosen to build a large
cross-shaped garden that will be nine
feet long and seven feet wide in the
vacant rock lot that is to the left of the
Holy Spirit Lutheran Church sign
that is facing Cheyenne.

You may have seen a large
outline dug into the lot on the way to
church.  That will be the rough size
and shape of the garden.  The garden
will make good use of a lot of land
that is just sitting there.  The Church
Council, Pastor Paul, many of the
youth, and many of the congregation
have shown their support of the
project.

To make this dream a reality, I
will need your help. Several shovels, a
wheelbarrow, gloves, food, and water
are needed; as well as volunteers who
are willing to work hard.  I plan on
purchasing and vouchering for
donations for the brick, plants, and
other necessary items for the actual
construction from Lowe’s and other
hardware stores.  I cannot give definite
dates until my project is approved by
the LVAC (Las Vegas Area Council),
but I am shooting for late November
through February.

If you want to help, let me know
at (702) 712-7922. Thank you for all
of your support.

Your Local Life Scout,

Zachary D. Bell-Nance
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Community ~ Outreach ~ Prayers
I

The ANGEL
TREE will soon
be up and ready
for all to choose
the name(s) of

“angels” who are in need of our Holy
Spirit generosity this Christmas.

At the time of this writing, there
are three families in need.  This
number may increase, however, as
Christmas gets closer.

If you need ideas, or have other
questions, please call Judy Caison at
644-6218, or email her at
bambam849@2aol.com.

Would you like to make a
difference for the many vulnerable
elderly people in our Las Vegas
valley? Holy Spirit is looking to field
a team of our members or friends who
would want to “interview” several of
our congregation’s elderly members to
listen to their stories and learn about
their concerns.

Nevadans for the Common Good
will offer a simple training with a
conversation guide to prepare our
team of listeners.

The training will be held on
Monday evening, December 2, from
6:30 to 8:30 pm at Advent United
Methodist Church, our neighbor on
Rancho Drive.

As many congregations
participate in this listening, we will
also be gathering “research” to justify
advocacy for policies to enhance the
lives of the vulnerable elderly in our
community.

Good and
gracious God, we
give thanks for
your having
made us your
children in our
baptisms, and we
praise you for the
hope of the

resurrection.  By the power and
presence of your Spirit, grant us
freedom to live compassionate lives of
discipleship.

We pray for those who have
suffered loss of property or loved ones
because of the typhoon in Asia.  May
we who are your church offer much
support to those who are grieving.

Give your healing presence to all
who are sick, your mercy to all who
suffer, and your strength to those who
are weak, especially: Zoel
Bastarache, Carol Beasley, Lee
Brand, Linda Clayton, Rebecca
Cleveland, Ruby Collins, Lillian
Dilworth, Nancy Elliott, Joy
Grigsby, Janet and Roger Hayden,
Laura Haynes, Kim Heinreich,
Susan Hicks, and Vivian Krainski.

Also for Bev Langenberger and
her daughter, Betty Von Wagner,
Betty Mahalik, Patti Moyer, Chuck
Nelson, Jean Pritchett, Bev Quirk,
Shirley Rogers, Lyndsay Rouse,
Janet Sprague, and Gene and Alma
Suckow.

We pray also for Joy Clark’s
father, Atley; Linda Clayton’s mom;
Tom Eggum of Hope 4 Kids; Charlie
Kesling’s sister; Mary; Linda
Middleton’s sister, Helga, Mark
Middleton’s grandmother, Gertrude,
and Carol Townsend’s mother,
Donna.

God of Mercy, we pray for Betty
and Dick Kovach and all mourning
the death of Betty’s brother, Dick.
Comfort them with the joy of Christ’s
resurrection and renew in us all the
hope of everlasting life.

Into your hands, O Holy One, we
entrust all for whom we pray,
confident in your abundant and
abiding mercy; through Jesus Christ
our Savior. Amen.

Prayer Shawl Ministry meets
December 11 – 6pm, before

Advent worship service at 6:30.
This will be a short meeting, so it’s

a great time to check us out!
Questions, call Faye Bastarache
375-6832. Pray without ceasing!
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Dear Friends and Family,
An important part of Argentine culture is Mate, a hot herbal infusion that friends share together. We invite you to sit down
and share a mate with us, as we share the recent happenings here in Mendoza.  September was a crazy blessed month!
First weekend -Youth Mission Trip
The Youth group asked me where they should go this year and for years I’ve
had the dream of mission trip to Malargue. The area is in the far south of the
province of Mendoza, and famous for goats!  Yes, the best goats from
Argentina come from Malargue, so there was no surprise that part of our
ministry would be to goat ranchers, but what did surprise us were the kids
skateboarding in the plaza. So we had a family celebration at a rural public
school, a skateboard contest and concert in the main city plaza and a full
production play for kids in another plaza, a tea for the women at the
Community Center and yet another group stayed behind to paint the local
church we were working with.

I asked one of the ladies in charge of the tea how it went and she said, “Great!
Nine women received Christ.”  I asked another woman and she told me 13.
After investigating I found out that nine women in the tea did receive Christ, but also four workers from the Community
Center were so moved by the testimonies that they also came forward.  Many of
these rural women have very hard lives where money is scarce and abuse and
alcoholism are prevalent.

Second Weekend —Mission’s Conference
The conference started this year on Friday night and then with lunch on Saturday.
With lunch an hour off schedule I was thinking about changing the menu to sushi a
le chef.

After this snag the rest of the activities went on without any major problems. We
had workshops on India, Angola, a missionary training center and a Bible School.
There were also seminars for Business as Mission, working with indigenous tribes,
adopting an ethnic group, global prayer, and finding your calling.  Our church is in
the middle of a missional paradigm change, which is very exciting. God has ignited
our junior high group and there are a dozen students interested in missions.  As
we approach the end times it is essential that local churches start to wake up to
their global potential.
Junior High School students learning about missions.

Fourth Weekend —Men’s Camp
I think we all get tired of people who are playing the religious game. The camp theme I planned
was the “Spiritual Man” a direct challenge to men to be consistent leaders through a sincere
devotion to Christ, which is only possible through the power of the Holy Spirit. One of the men had
a powerful testimony of a life addicted to crime and cocaine. He once put his revolver to his wife’s
head and pulled the trigger but the gun did not discharge. This showed him, he needed to change!
This year he changed his pistol for a Bible and he is wining his friends for Christ.
Word Snack “For I am already being poured out as a drink offering” (2 Timothy 4:6).

The secret to good mate is hot water. The infusion and wonderful flavor cannot happen without
this contact. Mate is a good illustration of the Christian life, as our life is sacrificed on the altar; the
Holy Spirit infuses our life with His fruit –the aroma and character of Christ.  As we go to the world,
we don’t want to present hot water or dry herbs but the beautiful infusion of Christ living through
us. Are you willing to place your life on the altar once again, willing to eliminate every desire,
affection and action not directed towards God’s purpose?

Personal Address:
Bill and Debbie Miller

E. Tabanera 2757
5500 Mendoza

Argentina
Tel. VOIP 269-466-9616

mendozamiller@gmail.com

Mendoza Ministries

October 2013

Bill talking with goat rancher

Spontaneous prayer at the Men’s camp

The mate infusion
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Romans 12:1 says, “I urge you, therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present you bodies a living and holy
sacrifice”. This is a continual process that complements the idea of Paul in Galatians 2:20 “I have been crucified with
Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me”. The spiritual reality of victory becomes a practical reality
through the process of sacrifice.

In His Love,
Bill and Debbie

Prayer Requests
1.   Praise God that Daniel Cabrillana has safely returned from his mission trip to Northern Africa!
2.   Please pray for our missionaries Luis and Laura Artoni in Guinea Bissau. Luis has typhoid!
3.   Please pray for our passion for Christ. Precepts and Principles are important but shallow without passion.
4.   Please pray for our missionaries Marcelino and Eliana.
How to continue to financially partner with us:  On line – go to http://www.globalservicenet.org/Bill-Miller
By mail – checks should be made out to Global Service Network with our account number on the memo line 51211005
and sent to: Global Service Network, 1775 W. Williams St., #162, Apex, NC 27523
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Bits ‘n’ Pieces ~

Ella Cady 12/2
Peter Lai 12/2
Brittany Johney 12/3
Cindy Hambrecht 12/3
John Lane 12/5
Bob Nance 12/6
Darren Cleveland 12/7
Rebecca Cleveland 12/7
Debbie Metzger 12/9
Patricia Cassidy 12/10
Carol Hanisch 12/10
Lisa Mueller 12/10
Jill Chenicek 12/11
Steve Saterlie 12/11
Susan Hicks 12/14
Sean Hare 12/15
Andy Russo 12/15
Bailey Pepper 12/19
MiKayla Bell 12/20
Nicole Caison 12/20
Don Cleveland 12/22
Bryan Coulter 12/22
Andrew Mahalik 12/23
Lee Brand 12/24
Aaron Tsui 12/25
Merna Mobley 12/26
Carol Townsend 12/26
Lori Bruley 12/28
Dan Mayer 12/29
Janie Lai 12/31
Tyrone Powell 12/31

Richard & Linda Cohn 12/05/98
Mike & Gwen Jolls 12/05/87
Ray & Devra Betts 12/09/72
Jim & Judy Caison 12/09/75
Mike & Penni Alexander 12/18/89
James & Nancy Elliott 12/18/04
Stan & Mirium Tsui 12/22/84
Jason & Lisa Coffey 12/27/02

Notes——
Letters——
Info——
Directory

Changes——

(Please notify the church office of any
changes of address, phone numbers,
and email addresses.)

From: NPHY

Thank you for your generous
contribution to the Nevada Partnership
for Homeless Youth and for your
interest in helping us fulfill our
mission “To Eliminate Homelessness
Among Nevada’s Youth.”

With your donation of books/media,
clothing, food, and medical supplies,
we are able to take greater strides
toward providing the basic needs of
the hundreds of homeless and runaway
youth who wander the streets of Clark
County every year.

Arash Ghafoori
Executive Director

Lessons from the angels

To frightened shepherds on the
first Christmas
Eve, a host of
angels sang,
“Glory to God in
the highest, and
on earth peace,
good will toward
men” (Luke 2:14,
KJV).

Nineteenth-century minister
Charles Kingsley explained how these
key words tell the meaning of Jesus’
birth and give meaning to our lives.

• Glory. “That little babe, lying in
the manger among the cattle, was
showing the very highest glory of
the great God who had made
heaven and earth. To stoop, to
condescend, to have mercy, to
forgive — that is the highest glory
of God.”

• Peace. “God is not selfish. He
sacrificed himself for us. Sacrifice
yourselves then for each other!
Give up your own pride, your
own selfishness, your own
interest for each other, and you
will be ... at peace.”

• Good will. “God loves you, and
he wills to raise you out of this
selfish, quarrelsome life of sin,
into a loving, brotherly, peaceful
life of righteousness. That babe in
the manger at Bethlehem is a sign
to you and me that God will
freely give us that spirit of love if
we ask for it.”
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
DECEMBER 2013

TIMES December 1 December 7/8 December 14/15 December 21/22 December 28/29

5:30pm XX Jan Alfaro
Sue Mayer

Jimmy & Nancy
McDonald

James & Nancy
Elliott

Jay & Eileen
Miers

9:00am John & Joanie
Dorais

Ray Betts
Loretta Block

Rich & Marsha
Stephenson

Greg & Amy
Trunoske

Stan & Mirium
Tsui

11:30am Sharon Dunn
Ann Taylor

LaShone Manning
Sharon Dunn

Marna Lister
Jennie Zweifel

Lee Brand
Merna Mobley

Shenia Clark
Shante Manning

5:30pm XX Jan Alfaro
Sue Mayer

Jimmy & Nancy
McDonald

James & Nancy
Elliott

Jay & Eileen
Miers

9:00am Marcia & Dean
Chapman

Keith & Jackie
Hopkey

Amy Pearce
Cathy Adams

Jenny Klimek
Sandy Hughes

Linda Proto
Susan Stone

11:30am LaShone Manning
Shante Manning

Shenia Clark
Shante Manning Michael Harris Dwight Hempel Barry & Linda

Clayton

Assisting Minister
5:30pm XX Bryan Callaway Joy Clark Faye Bastarache Dick Kovach
9:00am Don Cleveland Lynne Bogner Terry West Sally Magnuson Abigail Tsui
11:30am Judi Hempel Ann Taylor Merna Mobley Karen Harris Allen Vaughn

Acolyte
5:30pm XX Connor Callaway Connor Callaway Connor Callaway Connor Callaway
11:30am Shamika Manning Joshua Anderson Caroline Trunoske Shante Manning Shamika Manning

Child Assistants 9:00am Caroline Trunoske
Johnny Trunoske Skye Grady

Altar Guild

Prepare XX Linda Proto Ann Taylor Sally Magnuson Jo Wilson
5:30pm XX Faye Bastarache Joy Clark Sarah Echelbarger Faye Bastarache
9:00am Barbara Butler Linda Proto Mirium Tsui Sally Magnuson Norma Kesling
11:30am Jennifer Anderson Jennifer Vaughn Ann Taylor Jennifer Vaughn Ann Taylor

WORSHIP COORDINATORS: 5:30 Janice Schrumm/720-9672 Susan Stone/870-5427  11:00 Ann Taylor/639-0163
Altar Guild: Norma Kesling/645-4727



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

9a Contemporary 6p KidSong 9:30a Army of One 9:30a Bible Study 6p Handbell Choir 5-9p Parents Night Out 3:45p Seekers Bible
 Worship NarAnon 6p 9:30a Women in 10:30a Stories w/ 6:30p Lectionary Study   Fundraiser   Study
10:15a Advent Breakfast 6:30p Nevadans for the   the Spirit  Ms. Judi Narcotics Anon 6:30p 5:30p Traditional
  & Crafts   Common Good 6:30p Youth & Family 6:30-7p Holden Evening7p Adult Choir  Worship
11:30a Traditional Training (offsite)  Ministry Planning Mtg  Prayer Advent Worship
 Worship 7p People of the Nativity

7:30p Rejoice Band

1st Sunday of Advent

8 9 10 11 12 13 14
9a Contemporary 6p KidSong 9:30a Army of One 9:30a Bible Study 2p Staff Meeting 3:45p Seekers Bible
 Worship NarAnon 6p 9:30a Women in 10:30a Stories w/ 6p Handbell Choir   Study
10:15a Sunday School/ Genealogy Group 6p   the Spirit Ms. Judi 6:30p Lectionary Study 5:30p Traditional
Confirmation 6p Executive Council 2p Tech Team Narcotics Anon 6:30p  Worship

11:30a Traditional 6p Prayer Shawl 7p AdultChoir
  Worship 6:30-7p Holden Evening
2p Ornament  Prayer Advent Worship
  Exchange (offsite) 7p People of the Nativity

7p Genealogy Club
2nd Sunday of Advent 7:30p Rejoice Band

15 16 17 18 19 20 21
9a Contemporary NEWSLETTER 9:30a Army of One 9:30a Bible Study 6p Handbell Choir 10a Scrapbookers/
   Worship DEADLINE 9:30a Women in 10:30a Stories w/ 6:30p Lectionary Study Miniature Groups
10:15a Sunday School/ 6p KidSong   the Spirit Ms. Judi Narcotics Anon 6:30p 3:45p Seekers Bible
 Confirmation NarAnon 6p 4:30p Design Team 6:30-7p Holden Evening7p AdultChoir   Study
11:30a Traditional Order of St Luke 7p 6:30p Church Council  Prayer Advent Worship 5-9p Parents Night Out
  Worship 7p People of the Nativity   Fundraiser
2:30p FaithWalk Party 7:30p Rejoice Band 5:30p Traditional
5p Christmas Caroling  Worship

3rd Sunday of Advent 1st Day of Winter

22 23 24 25 26 27 28
9a Contemporary 6p KidSong Christmas Eve CHRISTMAS DAY Narcotics Anon 6:30p 3:45p Seekers Bible
   Worship NarAnon 6p Candlelight & Office Closed   Study
11:30a Traditional Communion Worship 5:30p Traditional
  Worship 5p Children's  Worship

7p Contemporary
9p Traditional

4th Sunday of Advent

29 30 31
9a Contemporary NarAnon 6p NEW YEAR'S EVE/
   Worship WATCH NIGHT
11:30a Traditional
  Worship
6p Leadership Holiday
  Party

For more information on small groups/Bible studies, please see the small group brochure available in the Fellowship Hall or lobby.

December 2013
Holy Spirit Activities

The Advent devotionals written by the HSLC family are available in the narthex.
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OUR MISSION
In the name of
Jesus Christ,

our mission is to
engage in

relationships,
equip for discipleship

and embrace our
community.

Food for the Spirit

SWEET POTATO CASSEROLE
A great holiday side dish

2 ¼ to 2 ½ lbs (4 cups) sweet potatoes, cooked, peeled
and mashed. (5 or 6 sweet potatoes)

1/3 cup butter or margarine, melted
2 eggs, beaten
½ cup milk (option=evaporated milk)
1 tsp vanilla extract
1 tsp lemon juice
½ cup brown sugar, or sweeten to taste
Topping
½ cup chopped nuts
½ cup shredded coconut
½ cup packed brown sugar
3 tbsp butter or margarine, melted
In large mixing bowl, combine mashed potatoes, butter, eggs, milk, vanilla and
sugar.  Spread into a greased 1½ quart casserole.
For topping, combine all ingredients and sprinkle over potatoes. Bake at 350
for 45 minutes – brown on top. (Serves 6 – 8) Suggestion-place topping
ingredients on after potatoes have baked for 30 minutes to avoid overbrowning.
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